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The poorest white Americans are found in Ohio; they call themselves hillbillies and live in eastern Kentucky. In his memoir Hillbilly Elegy, J.D. Vance attempts to explain what happens in people’s lives as the economy falters in a society that is culturally deceitful, familial deceitful, and in a community where the concept of loyalty is closely guarded. 

 When J.D. Vance was eleven years old, his drug-addicted mother followed him through fields after threatening to kill him by wrecking the car. Until the cops showed up, Vance sought safety at a stranger’s home. When he was eighteen years old, Vance pulled off another incredible escape, this time from his troubled “hillbilly” upbringing. He joined the marines and served in Iraq after that, then went on to Yale Law School and finally found a prosperous position far from his family. 

 The 32-year-old Vance’s autobiography details this extraordinary climb from the underprivileged, white working communities of Scotch-Irish ancestry that reside along the Appalachian Mountains in states like Alabama, Ohio, and Kentucky. The publication of Vance’s book, which he refers to as “Hillbillies,” coincides with a social and economic catastrophe in these areas. The well-paying, skilled occupations of earlier generations have vanished, leaving towns and communities at the forefront of the USA’s fast deindustrialization suffering from a perpetual recession and enmeshed in poverty and addiction. To examine how this particular group of individuals lives below the poverty line, it is necessary to understand their philosophy. Vance creates an enthralling portrayal of his upbringing, describing how it felt to have poverty and addiction “hang round your neck from infancy.” 
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When Vance’s mother becomes unable of caring for him or when she is forced to give up custody, he is raised by his aggressive, gun-toting grandmother and his drunken grandfather. Marital dissolution, infidelity, drunkenness, and misogyny are all accepted norms in Vance’s personal and extended family. 

 Vance shows a “hillbilly rule of silence” that bans family members from sharing their issues with others at the start of the novel. Vance believes that his group is hiding its vices while keeping others unaware of the severity of the issue by refusing to recognize their actions. In this regard, he has rendered a vital service by shedding light on a perverse aspect of US culture by dispelling the “hillbilly” omerta in the columns of his book. But Vance is culpable of overreaching in his larger study by extrapolating these results to a community as a whole, sometimes with selective and perfunctory use of outside data. 






The US white community is being destroyed from the inside out, according to a variety of larger tendencies identified by Vance. a workplace environment where parents frequently miss work and accomplish little while they are there, encouraging long-term unemployment and government reliance. widespread financial irresponsibility, which causes households with annual household incomes of $100,000 (£81,000) to be bankrupted by excessive debt. Vance said that they buy houses they don’t need, refinance them for further spending money, then declare bankruptcy, frequently leaving them in their wake full of trash. Thrift is detrimental to who they are. 

Vance blames drug users alone for their predicament, thereby absolving previous US administrations who waged a war on drugs that criminalized large segments of society as well as pharmaceutical companies who aggressively market the medications that are causing the prescription drug crisis. He dismisses the fact that most Americans on assistance are genuinely working for low pay while glibly criticizing the Democrat party for facilitating dependency through their welfare program. 
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Despite her seeming to include an insult or a promise of violence in every other syllable, Vance idolizes his grandma, calling her to be the nicest lady in the world. (Vance appears to possess a soft spot for ladies who deal in personal jabs; he later recounts how he fell for his partner after hearing her remark to another patron at a pub that they had a tiny head.) He talks about how criticism of US foreign policy in the Middle East by a “dipshit” with a “spotty beard” inspired him to accelerate his studies at Ohio State so he could graduate in less than two years, presumably to avoid any more confrontations with anyone who disagrees with his viewpoint. 






 The hardships of America’s white working class are in-depth examined in Hillbilly Elegy. J. D. Vance recounts an instance from his elementary school years that made him realize the need for family support for career advancement. J. D. Vance makes it quite evident that neither public schools nor their instructors were to blame for his decreasing grades in middle and high school. 

 Overall, Hillbilly Elegy is a good example of a book that may help readers develop empathy for and an understanding of other cultures and groups. 

 Both Vance’s brave portrayal of the life he has left and his overcoming such overwhelming odds to succeed in school has received high recognition.
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